
 

 

 

Expert Tips for Hassle-Free Classic Car Shipping Across the 
States 

 

Your classic car is no mere passenger sedan or family van. The best classic cars are reflections of 
their owners. They are labors of love that require thousands of hours of care and dollars worth of 
repairs and maintenance fees. If you're shipping a classic car across state lines, it's far from a 
routine task. It's an investment in transporting one of the biggest investments in your life. 

 

Vintage and collectible vehicles often carry sentimental and financial value, so ensuring they 
arrive safely at their destination is a top priority. Whether relocating, attending an auction, or 
adding to your collection, these expert tips could be the difference between a great car shipping 
experience and a bad one.  

 

Essential Preparations for a Smooth Classic Car Journey 

 



 

 

 

Before your classic car is shipped, there are a few steps worth taking that can prevent headaches 
down the line. Classic car shipping requires more forethought than regular car transport because 
of the uniqueness and value of the cargo. 

 

So, here are a few crucial pre-shipping steps you should consider: 

 

Clean your car thoroughly. This helps with inspection and documentation of pre-existing 
damage.  

 

Document the car's condition with high-resolution photos from all angles, including close-ups of 
any dents, scratches, or rust spots. Every photo is a backup to any insurance claims you need to 
make. 

 

Remove all personal items and aftermarket accessories. These are not insured during transport 
and could cause damage if left inside. Ship your car as "bare bones" as possible.  

 

Ensure the gas tank is only 1/4 full. This is the standard for car shipping—enough to drive on 
and light enough to avoid unnecessary weight.  

 

Check fluid levels and tire pressure. Leaks could affect other cars in shared transport, and 
underinflated tires may suffer during loading or unloading. You could also exacerbate leaks and 
turn minor damage into major problems.  

 

Disable the alarm system. A triggered alarm in a carrier can be disruptive and potentially drain 
the battery. 

 

Secure or remove loose parts like spoilers, mirrors, or wheel caps if they aren't bolted firmly. 



 

 

 

Navigating the Complex World of Auto Transport Services 

 

The auto transport industry offers many services and companies, but not all are equipped to 
handle classic or high-value vehicles. You need to choose a trustworthy, vetted provider with 
experience in classic car shipping. Scheduling with a trucker on his first few jobs isn't the way to 
go. 

 

When researching companies, keep the following points in mind: 

 

Enclosed transport is hands down the best option for shipping classic cars. Unlike open trailers, 
enclosed carriers protect your vehicle from weather, dust, and road debris. On average, enclosed 
shipping is 30-40% more expensive than open shipping, but the added expenditures are well 
worth it.  

 

Verify licensing and insurance. All carriers must be registered with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. Ask for their DOT and MC numbers and verify them on the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) website.  

 

Ask for proof of cargo insurance. Standard coverage may not match your vehicle's appraised 
value, so know your protection limits. If you're working with a broker, ensure they give you the 
carrier's full contact information as insurance falls on the independent driver to maintain. 

 

Don't buy cheap quotes just because they're cheap. Ultra-low offers are often bait for subpar 
service or carriers with little classic car experience. You've invested a lot in your car. Don't skimp 
here. 

 

Research each company and evaluate reviews on multiple sites. Look for specific mentions of 
classic cars and customers happy with the services rendered.  



 

 

 

Insider Insights: What to Expect During the Shipping Process 

 

The U.S. car shipping industry services nearly half a million clients each year. That number goes 
into the millions with international orders factored in. All kinds of cars are shipped, including 
classics. However, the basics of the transport process remain pretty intact across the board: 

 

Here are some things to expect as your car shipping experience goes along: 

 

Pickup times are provided in windows, not exact dates. Plan for a 1–3 day pickup window and be 
mindful that delays can happen. Everything from equipment malfunction to inclement weather 
can play a factor.  

 

A pre-loading inspection is required. You and the driver will inspect the car and sign a bill of 
lading documenting its condition. Make sure you agree with the findings before you sign.  

 

If you're working with a broker, they will provide you with their contact information and your 
driver's information. Feel free to call when you have questions or concerns, but remember that 
drivers cannot take calls while on the road. 

 

Delivery timelines depend on distance. Cross-country shipping can take 7–10 days, while shorter 
routes may take 2–5 days. Most drivers cover an average of 500 miles per day. 

 

A post-delivery inspection is essential. Inspect the car immediately, take new photos, and 
compare them with the pre-transit findings.  

 

Financial Planning for Classic Car Enthusiasts 



 

 

 

Shipping a classic car isn't cheap, but budgeting properly can ensure unexpected costs do not 
blindside you. Here's how to prepare financially: 

 

Know the average cost. Enclosed transport across states ranges from $1,000 to $2,500 depending 
on distance and vehicle size. 

 

Plan for additional services. This may include: 

 

Door-to-door service fees. 

 

Storage fees if delivery is delayed. 

 

Expedited service surcharges. 

 

 

Understand your insurance needs. 

 

Ask if the carrier's coverage is primary or secondary. 

 

Consider gap coverage if your car's value exceeds the carrier's limits. 

 

Check with your personal insurer about temporary shipping policies. 

 

 



 

 

Request an itemized quote. Ensure all services are included, from fuel surcharges to inspection 
fees. 

 

Review the cancellation policy. Some companies charge fees for last-minute cancellations or 
rescheduling. 

 

When in doubt, consult trusted resources like the National Automobile Dealers Association 
(NADA) for insight into fair pricing, classic car valuation, and ownership tips. 

 

Cultivating Patience and Peace of Mind in Your Car Collection Journey 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Classic car ownership isn't just about buying and restoring vehicles—it's about preserving a 
legacy. That mindset should extend to shipping as well. Cultivating patience and trust in your 
transporter will go a long way toward making this process more enjoyable. 

 

Here's how to stay calm and confident during car shipping: 

 

Expect delays. Weather, traffic, or mechanical issues can impact delivery time. 

 

Stay informed. Regular updates from your transporter can help ease anxiety. 

 

Choose specialists. Companies experienced in classic car transport handle issues like: 

 

Low ground clearance. 



 

 

 

Fragile paintwork or chrome trim. 

 

Non-running engines. 

 

 

Keep your end destination ready. Ensure there's space for the truck to unload and access tools if 
minor reassembly is needed. 

 

And perhaps most importantly: 

 

Enjoy the journey. Each shipping experience becomes part of your car's story. 

 

Join collector communities like the Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) to share 
experiences, ask questions, and build trust with industry professionals. 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

Shipping a classic car doesn't have to be stressful. With careful planning, a trusted car shipping 
provider, and patience, your classic will travel across the country without a scratch. 

 

By following these expert tips, you can: 

 

Protect your investment. 

 

Avoid common pitfalls. 

 

Get the most out of your transport experience. 



 

 

 

Your classic car is more than just a machine—it's a piece of history. With the right preparation 
and mindset, it will arrive safe, sound, and ready to make even more history. 


