Nova Scotia Registry of Motor Vehicle News – Sept. 2nd, 2012
    I felt it was time for another update message on how the Motor Vehicle Act updates are coming along.

 

Registrar Feedback:
 

    I talked to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles last week by e-mail and he stated that there has not been much news to pass on. There is no set date as yet as to when these changes will go to the Legislature for approval.They are still working on the revised definitions, which are required before we can assemble any guidelines or regulations with respect to construction or registration of such vehicles.

    As I have mentioned previously, the current Motor Vehicle Act only has normal and antique auto as defined classifications. Without other classifications defined, the Act does not give the Registrar the authority to create regulations for those types of vehicles. Please see the section below on what categories are felt to be required. This stuff will happen, but it will take time.

    

Cobra Registration Update:
 

    I am happy to say that the Cobra replica I spoke of in past e-mails is finally registered and on the road.  It was a long road for the owner and took more than 4 months to get the final inspection approved and the vehicle registered. Now he can enjoy the ride.

    To obtain registration for the vehicle, the owner had to install catalytic converters, side marker lights and reflectors, a high-mounted third brake light as well as different seat and shoulder belts. None of these changes were felt, by the owner, to be required at the time the first contact was made with the Registry.

    The fact that all of these items had to be changed or altered gives further credence to the opinion that we need a more formalized set of construction guidelines or regulations for these vehicles. The builder should know ahead of time what will be expected when the car is brought forward for registration.

    This should not only apply to kits cars such as the Cobra replica, but to all owner-built or modified vehicles.

 

Suggested Vehicle Categories to be Defined in a Modified Motor Vehicle Act:
 

    Based on discussions with a lot of you car nuts (and motorcycle nuts) over the last few months, I have assembled a suggested list of vehicle categories that are felt to be required in a updated Motor Vehicle Act. They are as follows:

 

Antique Vehicles:
 

1) Antique Autos:
 

    -we need the Antique Auto classification to remain
    -we do, however, require clarification in the future as to what constitutes an originality assessment
 

2)Antique Motorcycles:
 

    -there is a perceived requirement to have an antique motorcycle classification

    -according to what I read, the current MVA outlaws rigid suspension motorcycles, but many older bikes had what we call hardtail suspensions on them
    -the existing MVI system may cause problems for older motorcycles with rigid suspensions

 

3)Antique Tractors:
 

    - in talking to several people this summer I have been told people want to put them in parades, but many towns need proof of insurance and can’t get insurance without registration

    -some Registry offices won’t give permits unless the person is a registered farmer

 

4)Antique Trucks:
 

    -current definition is antique auto

    -does it properly apply to pick-ups?

    -what about antique 4-ton trucks?

 
Modified Older Vehicles:
 

    These vehicles are those over 30 years of age (normally thought of as antiques) but modified to such a degree that they may no longer fit the antique originality requirements, whatever those requirements are determined to be.

    Suggested categories are as follows:

 

5)Street Rod:  - modified vehicle built in 1948 or earlier

 

6)Custom:  - modified vehicle built in 1949 or later

 

    The titles of Street Rod and Custom were chosen based on the fact that similar titles are used in many jurisdictions across North America.

 

 

Newly Built Replicas, Kit Cars/Trucks or Custom Motorcycles:
 

    These definitions would cover owner-built or limited-run manufactured motor vehicles (cars, truck and motorcycles) that are built to look like older vehicles but built mostly from new parts. Examples are your Factory-5 Cobra kits, fiberglass [UTF-8?]â€˜34 Ford coupes, or custom chopper motorcycles. They are essentially brand new vehicles built from aftermarket components.

 

7)Custom Motorcycle:
    -covers newly constructed motorcycles built from after-market parts

 

8)Homebuilt:
    -covers replicas and kit cars

    -vehicles built mostly from aftermarket parts

    -this term is currently being used by the Registry for Cobras and other fiberglass replicas
 

Reconstructed Vehicles:
 

9)Reconstructed Vehicle:
 

    Would cover what is covered by the current Class 56-Reconstructed Vehicles, but only for those not yet over 30 years old.

It would cover vehicles where the suspension is changed or the body is changed.

    Some examples would be as follows:

        -a VW body on a Chevy Blazer chassis

        -a Chevy Beretta converted to rear-wheel drive

        -cars converted to pick-ups

        -jacked up 4x4 trucks

        -a written-off vehicle that is re-built and put back on the road

 

    Currently, Class 56 does not mention the age of the vehicle.

 

    Please note that the above 9 categories are only suggestions and are by no means etched in stone at this time. If you or any of your club members have additional categories to suggest, please pass them on to me. We need your input.

 

    At this point, I have not spent any time on the subject of how such vehicles would be plated upon being granted registration. The only personal opinion that I would voice is that we currently have a significant number of different plates available in Nova Scotia. We have vanity plates, volunteer firefighter, veterans, Piping Plovers, Acadian and such. With the number of classic car hobbyists we have in Nova Scotia, there is a probably justification for more than simply an Antique Auto plate for the car nuts in the province. But until we have more categories defined in the MVA, that is a moot point. This can be discussed at a later date.

 

    Keep in touch and enjoy the rest of the good driving season.
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